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Melissa’s Musings, Lent/Easter 2014: CrossRoads
“...I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him.” (Deuteronomy
30:19)
Lent is a road to the cross. It is a holy time of the year when God calls and challenges us to
choose not to turn away from suffering and sacrifice. God invites us to see the suffering of others and
to do something about it. God invites us to face our own challenges with courage rather than try to
avoid them. In other words, to carry our crosses.
Not only is Lent an invitation to travel the Cross Road, but it is also an invitation to see the
crossroads, the turning points, along the way. Crossroads can be dramatic, once-in-a-lifetime
moments of choosing, but they are also ordinary moments in our everyday lives.* God constantly sets
before us “life and death, blessings and curses.”
This season of Lent, can you be mindful of the crossroads you encounter? In those moments, can
you choose to love God, your neighbor & yourself? Choosing love is choosing life over death,
blessings over curses.
The surprise of Lent, of course, is that it ends in Easter. The road to the cross turns out to be the
road through the cross, through suffering to blessing on the other side. Jesus could have chosen to
avoid the cross, but he chose instead to face it with faith, courage, and love. The mystery of faith is
this: facing suffering - even death on a cross - led Jesus through death and into resurrection. His new
life is also ours because of the choice Jesus made at his CrossRoad. New life is a gift that we can
choose to receive or not.
Which path will you choose? Life or death? Love or selfishness? Blessing or curse?
*Here are some practical resources that can help you be more aware of the crossroads in your
everyday life, moments to choose love or not. The first is a guided meditation app called
Headspace. You can download it on your smartphone, or you can go to the website:
www.getsomeheadspace.com. A meditation practice cultivates mindfulness that gives you eyes to see
how God is working in your life, presenting you with choices to love or not. The other two resources
give information about the nearly invisible ways our everyday choices harm others. One is
storyofstuff.org, and the other is slaveryfootprint.org. Check them out.
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“We give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers constantly…”
(1 Thess. 1:2)
There are so many quiet doers in our church family. You deserve to be thanked for the many ways you serve God through
the church.
To Lois Mold, Carolyn O’Leary, Emily Procopis, Melva Pitts and to the Arbolino, Beaty, Coffin, Colella, Elconin,
Ingersoll, Kooyman, Leibig, Rohrer and Stark families for hosting Fellowship Hour.
To Emily Procopis for organinizing the Living Nativity and to everyone who helped make it a special event for our
community.
To Helen Fischer for faithfully preparing our communion table every month.
To Barry Mangione for donating the Christmas tree this year.
To all those Helping Hands who rise to the occasion and help with meals, rides, etc. when someone in our faith
community is in need.
Thank you to KUMC for my generous Christmas gift. I am already blessed to serve as your Pastor and I’m
sincerely grateful for the gift! - Pastor Melissa
Did we forget someone? Please let Pastor Melissa or Leeann Coffin know. More offerings of thanks will appear in
future issues of the Focus.

NEW FEATURES
We would like to start some feature in the Focus which would highlight the lives of our church family, and help us get to
know each other better.
If you have a significant family event - birth, anniversary, promotion, travel, any news you wish to share with your church
family, please contact me at kumc-secy@optonline.net, OR Barbara Coffin at 301-5179. We would also like to continue
with the series “Tell me a Story”, which will now include a new feature “Getting to Know Your Fellow Congregant.” If you
are interersted in being featured in this section please contact Barbara or Leeann Coffin. Thank you!

Fifth Grade Assignment
Wouldn't this be great if it was taught in every school?
A fifth grade teacher in a Christian school asked her class to look at TV commercials and see if they could use them in 20 ways to communicate
ideas about God. Here are some of the results:

God is like.
SCOTCH TAPE
You can't see Him, but you know He's there.

God is like.

ALLSTATE
You're in good hands with Him.

God is like.
B o u n t y . .. . .
He is the quicker picker upper. . Can handle the tough jobs...
And He won't fall apart on you

Submitted by
Barbara Coffin
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Promises, Promises: Reflections on Same-Sex Marriage and My Ordination Vows
You may have heard about the Tom Ogletree case. Rev. Dr. Tom Ogletree, retired Professor of Christian Ethics and dean
of Yale Divinity School, officiated at the wedding of Tom (his son) and Nick. Two clergy members of the New York Annual
Conference brought charges against Tom for violating the Book of Discipline. The case was scheduled to go to a church trial, but
instead the parties reached a just resolution. In the resolution, Bishop Martin McLee committed to: 1. a cessation of church trials
for clergy who perform same-sex marriages, and 2. a series of public forums on sexuality in the United Methodist Church, with a
specific focus on the nature of our covenant.
Covenant. That’s an important concept in Christianity. A covenant is basically a promise. Did Tom Ogletree break his
promise to the church, his commitment to our denomination and its Book of Discipline, when he performed a same-sex wedding?
He has answered this question for himself many times and many ways. Here’s just a sampling of some of his own statements:
 Tom's op ed in the Washington Post: "Why I disobeyed the United Methodist Church's unjust teaching on same
-sex marriage"
 Tom’s blog on the RMN blog: “Reason and Experience: United Methodist Resources for Correcting Our
Course”
 PBS Religion and Ethics Newsweekly feature story on Tom's case
 Tom's speech to the MIND lunch June 2013
He will also answer that question again at the series of public forums that our Bishop has called for.
I would like to answer that question for myself. In my support for equality for LGBT people, am I breaking my promise to the
church? When I was in seminary, it was clear to me that God had called me to ordained ministry, but I struggled with whether to
seek ordination in the United Methodist Church. Why? Because there are so many within this global denomination of ours who
believe that homosexuality is a sin. By the time I was a seminary student and had studied the Bible more, I no longer believed
homosexuality to be a sin. What made me finally decide to enter the covenant of ordained clergy in the United Methodist Church,
to make a promise to uphold the Book of Discipline? Many things, including these factors:
1. Our Book of Discipline, as a reflection of our denomination, is itself divided over the issue of homosexuality, stating in one place
that it is incompatible with Christian teaching and in another place that homosexuals are of sacred worth and are to be fully
welcomed and included in the church.
2. I could have decided to practice ministry in a denomination that had already resolved this question, but I felt called to be a voice
for change within this denomination instead. I made a promise to serve this divided United Methodist Church with its divided Book
of Discipline.
3. Our Book of Discipline includes the history of our past mistakes as a denomination. Those past mistakes include support of
slavery, racial segregation, and excluding women from ordained ministry. Had I taken ordination vows during a time when our
church was still divided over slavery, for example, I would have done what I am doing now: I would have disobeyed immoral
church laws. The words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in his “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” are a clarion call to me: “One has a
moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws.”
4. I am not the only one standing in principled disobedience. There is a large and growing movement within our denomination of
clergy and laity taking a stand against the unjust laws of our church that prohibit same-sex marriage and inclusion of LGBT
people. If you want to be a part of this movement, take a look at the Covenant of Conscience. Add your name to it if you believe
that it is the right thing for you to do:
http://www.mindny.org/mind-initiatives/marriage-initiative/covenant-of-conscience/
5. Knowing what I know now about how to interpret the Bible, about how institutions like the church make mistakes (such as
slavery) and then change course, there is only one way for me to keep my ordination vow. I made a promise to be a minister of the
gospel, to be faithful to the United Methodist Church in all its imperfections and contradictions. In order to keep my promise I
cannot and will not exclude anyone from the ministries and sacraments of the church on the basis of sexual orientation.
Rev. Melisssa Boyer
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"Life is an opportunity, benefit from it.

Life
Life
Life
Life
Life
Life
Life
Life
Life

is
is
is
is
is
is
is
is
is

beauty, admire it.
a dream, realize it.
a challenge, meet it.
a duty, complete it.
a game, play it.
a promise, fulfill it.
sorrow, overcome it.
a song, sing it.
a struggle, accept it.

Life
Life
Life
Life

is
is
is
is

a tragedy, confront it.
an adventure, dare it.
luck, make it.
life, fight for it."

-- Mother Teresa

submitted by barbara coffin
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KUMC Book Group
One of our church goals for 2014 is to offer a space for learning, community, and spiritual growth for adults by
starting a book group. We will continue to meet the third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 PM at the home of Barbara
Coffin, 15 Frances Drive, Katonah.
The books we read will not be Bible Studies per se, but rather any book, secular or religious, that explores
spiritual themes. Our first book was a novel called The Shack, our second Ashes Transformed. On April 16 we will
discuss our third novel, winner of the Pulitzer Prize - Gilead, a story about fathers and sons and the spritiual battles that
reveal the human condition and “manages to convey the miracle of existence itself”.
Books are available in the parlor. I you want to donate $15, or any amount - towards the book, please mark it
“Book Group” and place it in the offering plate or give to Melva Pitts.

Planetary Emergency! Potluck
The Planetary Emergency! Potluck will be held in the Parish Hall on Saturday May 10, 2014.
There’s a lot of trouble in the world. We all know that. Serious threats to our environment, to the ideals of our
American democracy, and to the climate that supports all life on earth.
People in Northern Westchester have been working to respond to these threats. The Potluck is a chance to meet some
of the “Emergency Workers,” share an informal potluck meal with your neighbors, listen to a few local singers, and to
celebrate people who struggle to make a better world for all of us. Be careful though! You might find yourself
wanting to pitch in and get involved with one of the organizations.
During the evening a number of Northern Westchester residents and organizations will present proposals for projects
to make things better in our local area. Everyone will vote and the winning proposal will be awarded the money
collected at the door.
Our own Paul Stark is organizing this event and Pastor Melissa is a co-sponsor. Here are some ways you can help:
If you know someone who’s been working for a better world and might want to be invited, pass on word of the event,
or let Paul know.
If you know someone who might be interested in entering the proposal competition, pass on word of the event, or let
Paul know.
Come to the Potluck. Send word out to your network and friends.
If you’d like to pitch in to help make the Potluck a reality, please step forward. The sooner the better.
The Meet the “Emergency Workers” Fair starts at 4:00 PM
The Potluck and entertainment starts at 6:00 PM
To get in touch, find more information or sign up for the Paul Stark newsletter, please visit the website
PaulStark.name or send an email to PaulStark@mindspring.com
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Easter Events
The Katonah United Methodist Church is planning several special events for the Lenten and Easter season. All
are welcome to attend. Bring your friends!
On Palm Sunday, April 13, at 9:30 am, Katonah United Methodist Church will join the other churches of
Katonah gathering at the old train station (now Peppino’s Restaurant) for the annual ecumenical blessing of the
palms and procession through the village.
On Maundy Thursday, April 17, at 6:30 pm, the church, joined by Mt. Kisco United Methodist Church, will
hold its annual Agape Meal (Love Feast) and Service of the Shadows commemorating the Last Supper and
Jesus Passion. Your experience of the joy of the resurrection will be deeper and more meaningful if you attend
this interactive service. The first part of the service is a convivial potluck supper of simple finger foods, i.e.,
fruit, cheese, dips, crackers, and bread. Beverages are provided. It’s a festive time of fellowship. After the
supper, we enact a symbolic hand washing and move into the dramatic telling of the Passion story by
candlelight.
On Good Friday, April 18, at 12 pm, there will be a joint service at Mt. Kisco United Methodist Church, 300
E. Main Street, Mt. Kisco.
The annual Easter Sunrise Service will be held Sunday, April 20, at 6:30 am at the south end of the Cross
River Dam. Dress warmly.
On Sunday, April 20, the joyous Easter Service at 10 am in the church sanctuary will feature special music
and musicians. Violinist Lucie Gelinas will join music director Keith Burton in accompanying the church
choir’s stirring musical celebration of Easter. A special brunch will be served after the service. Please sign up
to bring something to share.
Help decorate the cross and bear witness to God's power and love to our community. All attending the Easter
Service are encouraged to bring fresh, cut flowers to hang on the cross standing outside on the church lawn.
The flowers symbolically transform the cross, an instrument of suffering, humiliation, and death, into a symbol
of resurrection, love, and victory. Flowers like daffodils, tulips, and daisies from your garden or the super
market are perfect.
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Opportunities to Support A-Home
Several residents are in need of vacuum cleaners. They can be new or used, as long as they are in good
working condition. If you can help with this, please see Mary Beth Leibig (contact info) or Pastor Melissa.
How do working parents care for their children during the summer when there is no school? Summer camps are
costly, even with scholarships. We can help send a child to camp by contributing to a "campership." If ten
people donate $20 shares toward a campership, we can send a child to camp. If you want more information
please see Mary Beth or Pastor Melissa, or you can send a donation to the church office or place in the offering
plate. Mark donations "A-Home Campership."
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Church Goals for 2014
We have three simple (but not easy!) goals for this year:
1. Launch a monthly book group.
Our book group has discussed The Shack and Ashes Transformed. We had a great time doing it, too. We
meet next on Wednesday, April 16, at 7:30 pm at the home of Barbara Coffin. We’ll be discussing Gilead, a
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Marilynne Robinson. On Wednesday, May 21, we will meet at Barbara’s at 7:30
pm to discuss Under the Banner of Heaven by Jon Krakauer.
2. Strengthen our youth ministry and expand to bring in younger youth by the end of the 2013-14 school year.
We continue to have monthly youth group events, including events with other United Methodist churches in
the area. We’ve had two Breakfast Runs and a Lock-in/Karaoke night together, among other things.
On Sunday, May 18, we will have special guests in worship. Neal Bowes, youth minister at Jesse Lee
Memorial UMC in Ridgefield and youth ministry consultant for the NY Annual Conference, will be the guest
preacher. He will bring some of the youth from his church with him to run a youth group event with our kids
after worship. Following that, he will meet with parents and other adult volunteers to do some long-range
planning for our youth ministry. On Thursday, May 15, at 7 pm, he will also meet with parents and adult
volunteers to consult with us on strengthening our youth ministry.
Are you interested in being part of those meetings on either May 18 or May 15 (or both)? Please see Pastor
Melissa for more information. We need lots of adult involvement for us to be able to meet this goal!
3. Offer a worship service at an alternative time four times this year.
On Saturday, April 26, at 5 pm, we will launch Sacred Space, our Saturday night worship service. We will
have guest musicians leading us in a variety of musical styles. We will have artistic and interactive elements in
the service. There will be space for upbeat praise and space for quiet contemplation.
You don’t want to miss it! Invite your friends, relatives and neighbors! (Make sure you come back on Sunday
morning for Rising Hope Sunday too! See related article on page 13.)

An Invitation from Melissa Boyer & Barry Mangione
As you know, we’re getting married! The date is Saturday, August
16 at 1 pm here at Katonah UMC. The entire congregation is
invited! We would love to see you all there. We hope you will come
to the ceremony (officiated by Melissa’s mentor, Rev. Joe Agne) and
stay for cake & punch in the church parlor afterwards. (If we win
the lottery between now and then we’ll also invite the entire church to our family &
close friends reception at Clermont State Historic Site that evening! Alas, I don’t gamble
since I’m a Methodist....) Please rsvp to revmelissaboyer@gmail.com by June 15.
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An Observation by Charles Lindbergh
In my youth, science was more important to me than either man or God. I worshipped science. Its advance had
surpassed man’s wildest dreams. It took many years for me to discover that science, with all its brilliance, lights
only a middle chapter of creation.
I saw the aircraft I love destroying the civilization I expected it to save. Now I understand that spiritual truth is more
essential to a nation than the mortar in its cities’ walls. For when the actions of a people are undergirded by
spiritual truths, there is safety. When spiritual truths are rejected, it is only a matter of time before civilization will
collapse.
We must understand spiritual truths and apply them to our modern life. We must draw strength from the almost
forgotten virtues of simplicity, humility, contemplation and prayer. It requires a dedication beyond science, beyond
self, but the rewards are great and it is our only hope.
Submitted by Deborah Moore

Holy Week Schedule:
Palm Sunday Procession - Sunday, March 24th, 9:30 AM at old Katonah train station.
Palm Sunday Service at KUMC - 10 AM.
Holy Thursday - Thursday, March 28th - 6:30 - 8 PM, Agape Meal and Service, with Mt.
Kisco UMC.
Good Friday – Service at Mt. Kisco United Methodist Church, 12 PM.
Easter Sunrise Service - Sunday, March 30th, 6:30 AM at Cross River Dam.
Easter Service at KUMC - 10 AM.
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May

April
James Benson

4/13

Stefan Swee

4/15

George Griggs

4/17

Melissa Boyer

4/19

DJ Colella

4/22

Alice Walsh

4/26

Katie Casavant

4/27

Natalie Benson

4/28

Benjamin Carminucci

4/30

We want to make sure we wish everyone a
Happy Birthday, so if we have missed anyone
in your family please let us know so that we
won’t do it again. Thank you.
We would also like to start including
anniversaries. Please let Leeann know the
dates at :

Elizabeth Walsh

5/1

Hannah Czerwinski

5/3

Jordan Ellsworth

5/3

Stephen Walsh

5/5

Jim Hardy

5/6

Jytte Nutley

5/6

Alexandra Johnson

5/7

Maija Arbolino

5/10

Kristine Cunningham

5/10

Naomi Peterson

5/16

Nina Kellogg

5/20

Scott Hickey

5/21

James Ingersoll

5/25

Erik Swee

5/25

Carolyn O’Leary

5/25

kumc-secy@optonline.net. Thank you.

Pastor Melissa's sermons are
online. You can find them - and share
them - on our website
(www.katonahumc.wordpress.com), Facebook page, and Youtube channel
(Katonah UMC).

Here's an easy way to earn some
money for the church and help the
environment at the same time.
Just bring in your empty ink
cartridges. Any ink jet or laser
cartridge that's small enough to fit in
the palm of your hand is
acceptable. We then send in the
used cartridges to empties4cash, and
they will recycle them and send us a
check! Look for the collection box in
the parlor.

HELP US STAY IN TOUCH
Have you changed your email address, telephone number or address lately?
If so, please give your new email address to our church secretary, Leeann
Coffin, at kumc-secy@optonline.net or Pastor Melissa so we can send you
the latest news as it happens. Thank you!!!
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COMING UP IN WORSHIP

March 23 - We’ll continue our Lenten
CrossRoad journey by doing a Labyrinth
Walk during worship. What is a labyrinth
walk? Come and find out!
April 13 - Our annual Palm Sunday
ecumenical procession begins at 9:30 am
outside Peppino’s Restaurant. Palm
Sunday worship begins here at 10 am.
April 17 - Maundy Thursday service here
with guests from the UMC of Mt.
Kisco. See related article on page 7.
April 18 - Good Friday service at the UMC
of Mt. Kisco at noon.
April 20 - Easter Sunday! See related
article on page 7.
April 26 - Sacred Space Saturday worship
at 5 pm (Article on page 9.)
April 27 - Rising Hope Sunday (Article on
page 13.)

Pledge Up To Date?
Is your pledge up to date for the 2013-14 pledge year? If it isn’t, it’s time to bring it up to date
because the new pledge year for 2014-15 will begin on June 1. If you find it difficult to keep your
pledge up to date because you miss church now and then, or you’ve been away, here’s an easy fix.
Instead of writing a check on Sunday morning to drop in the collection plate, program your bank to
send your check to the church automatically every week or month. Once it’s done, you don’t have to
worry about it again. The bank will handle the fuss and postage for you.
All you have to do is tell your bank to send it to: Financial Secretary, Katonah United Methodist Church,
5 Bedford Road, Katonah, NY 10536. And you’ll have the peace of mind of knowing that your pledge
will always be up to date.
If your pledge is up to date Thank you! Deborah Moore Stewardship Chair
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Rising Hope Sunday
On April 27, we’ve invited Rising Hope alumnus and Board of Directors
member Benny Custodio to preach. We’ve also invited other alumni and
faculty to attend. After worship we’ll hold a special brunch in the Parish
Hall so we can all talk and get acquainted.
Mark your calendar & bring the whole family to see how God can rebuild
broken lives.

Faith In Action Sunday is Sunday, May 4
This is a day that we put the walk in the talk by serving our community. Let’s take our faith out of the church
doors and into the world together.
We’ll meet at the church at 10 am for a time of prayer and then go out to do one of four different projects:
1. Singing at the Salem Hills Nursing Home in Purdys.
2. Doing yard work at the Dexter House in Katonah.
3. Having brunch and visiting with the residents of the Dexter House.
4. Assembling health kits for UMCOR here at the church.
Nursery care will be provided at the church.
Plan to spend 1-2 hours, depending on the project.
Please sign up for a project on the sign-up sheets in the back of the church or contact Pastor Melissa.

On Saturday June 21th from 1-4 PM, we will be having our Strawberry Festival
What is a Strawberry Festival you ask? Well, it is an old tradition revived by KUMC once again. Its fun and laughter,
Music playing and folks getting together and it's all centered around===you guessed it STRAWBERRIES. For a very
reasonable price, $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for kids, you can have huge portions of strawberries any way you like them
while sitting at tables on our shady lawn...
To begin there's shortcake, (that’s the whole works). Cake, icecream, whip cream and heaps of====you got
it STRAWBERRIES. You can have a sundae, or just plain strawberries, But whatever your choice you will have fun.
So come and join us for a most wonderful experience on June 10th, at KUMC. You don't want to miss it. Bring Dad
for a special Father’s day surprise. Tell your neighbors and bring your friends for a treat that can't be beat. Weather
permitting, the festivities will be held on the front lawn of the church. In case of rain we will move to the Parish Hall
behind the church at 44 Edgemont Road. Please come out and support this traditional church event and bring the
whole family.
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APRIL 2014 CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

Friday

4

5

Women of Faith

Sower
Stewardship
Workshop 9am
- 11:30

St. Mary’s 6-8 PM

6

7

8

10 am Worship
Sunday School

9

10

11

12

Church Council
Meeting 7:30 PMChurch Office

5-8 PM - ASP Meeting,
PH
13 PALM SUNDAY

Saturday

14

15

16

17

MAUNDY
KUMC Book
THURSDAY
Group - Barbara
Agape Meal
Coffin’s Home
7:30 PM
6:30 PM - 8 PM

Procession of the
Palms - 9:30 AM
10 am Worship

18

19

GOOD FRIDAY
Service at Mt.
Kisco UMC
12 PM

Sunday School

20 EASTER SUNDAY

21

22

23

6:30 AM - Easter
Sunrise Service

Sunday School
Potluck Brunch
12 PM - Parish Hall

26
5 PM

NO Sunday School

10 am Worship

25

Sacred Space

10 am Worship

27 RISING HOPE
SUNDAY

24

28

29

30
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MAY 2014 CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Saturday
3
ASP SKILLS
TRAINING
2:15-5:30 PM

4 FAITH IN ACTION
SUNDAY

5

6

7

8

9

CHURCH CLEAN
UP DAY

Women of
Faith Katonah
Presbyterian
6-8PM

10 am
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
5-8 PM - ASP Meeting,
PH

10

9AM-12PM
COMMUNITY
POTLUCK AND
FAIR
4-9 PM

11 MOTHER’S DAY

12

13

10 am Worship
Youth Group
5-7 PM
19

20

10 am Worship
Neal Bowes Youth
Workshop

10 am Worship
Sunday School

16

17

21

22

23

24

29

30

31

KUMC Book
Group Barbara
Coffin’s Home
7:30 PM

Sunday School

25

15

Church Council
Meeting 7:30
PM- Church
Office

Sunday School

18

14

26 MEMORIAL
DAY

27

28

Katonah United Methodist Church

E-mail: katonahumc@optonline.net

5 Bedford Road

Website: www.katonahumc.wordpress.com

Katonah, NY 10536

Phone: 914-232-4094

Bishop: Jeremiah Park • District Superintendent: Betsy Ott
Pastor: Melissa Boyer
address correction requested
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