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Melissa’s Musings, Advent 2014:
What Would Jesus Want?
“What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a Wise Man, I would
do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.”
-from “In the Bleak Midwinter”
I love the WWJD concept – asking “What Would Jesus Do?” in any given situation.
It’s time for us to buckle up. We’re heading into that hyper-charged season – Advent and Christmas –
when spiritual things easily (and ironically) fall to the wayside.
So I have an idea. This year, during Advent and Christmas, what if you asked yourself, WWJW? That is:
What Would Jesus Want – for his birthday? Because it is his birthday we’re celebrating, after all.
Would Jesus want you to give your kids loads of stuff to add to the loads of stuff they already have and
don’t use and possibly don’t even want anymore?*
Would Jesus want you to spend beyond your means in order to create a Hallmark-perfect Christmas?
Would Jesus want you to neglect taking care of your body and spirit?
Would Jesus want you to focus only on your own circle of family & friends who already have so much
materially, while ignoring those in need?
What Would Jesus Want from you for Christmas this year?
Your time, given in worship, prayer, and moments of silence & stillness that you carve out?
Your treasure, given to your loved ones, yes, but also shared with the most vulnerable in your
community, your world?
Your talents, given in ways big or small that help the greater good?
The answers to “WWJW?” can seem nearly impossible, especially this time of year. But when you give
to Jesus what Jesus wants most – your heart – they become a little more possible. When you make the tiniest
step out in faith, with your heart leading the way, God meets you and helps you in astonishing ways. Try it.
Yet what I can I give him: give him my heart.
*A very informative 20-minute film to add your holiday viewing this year is “The Story of Stuff.” You can watch it online
at storyofstuff.org.
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give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers constantly…”
(1 Thess. 1:2)

To those who have volunteered for fellowship hour this fall: Lois Mold, Carolyn O’Leary, Melva Pitts, Emily
Procopis, Deborah Moore ,Bob Lukey and the Arbolino, Beaty, Coffin, Elconin, Ingersoll, Kooyman, Leibig and
Stark families.
To the Smith and Arbolino families for hosting yet another fabulous church picnic!
To our Sunday School teachers for 2013-2014: Ann Hardy, Barbara Coffin, Erik Johnson, John Casavant, Judy
Swee, Katie Casavant, Laure Milliot, Leeann Coffin, Lisa Beaty, Liz Walsh, Lori Corradino, Mary Beth Leibig,
Patti Kooyman, Stacey Elconin, Susanne Carminucci, and Zannie Johnson.
To the parents who give of their time, talent and treasure to support our youth group in so many ways: Amy
LaLone, Ann Hardy, Barbara Brown Georgetti, Judy Swee, Liz Walsh, Mary Beth Leibig, Patti Kooyman, Stacey
Elconin, and Susanne Carminucci.
To Helen Fischer for faithfully preparing our communion table every month.
Carlotta Ellsworth and Helen Fischer for making our sanctuary so beautiful for Advent and Christmas every
year.
To all those Helping Hands who rise to the occasion and help with meals, rides, etc. when someone in our
faith community is in need.
I want to personally thank Lori Corradino, Ann Hardy, Nina Kellogg, and Mary Beth Leibig for making delicious
meals for my family and me when Connor was in the hospital. Your kindness means more than you know! –
Pastor Melissa
Thank you to the Confirmation class for my amazon.com gift card! I used it to buy a soft mattress topper that
I've been wanting for a long time. And thank you for being such an outstanding group of young people. It's a
joy to be your pastor.
Thank you to the parents as well for all the ways you support our kids on this journey!
With much love and gratitude,
Pastor Melissa

Welcome to Our New Members
Please be sure to reach out and make them feel at home in our church family!
We welcome Anne Corneck as a new member of Katonah UMC!
Her address is P.O. Box 583, Shenorock, NY, 10587, and her home phone number
is (914) 248-7548.
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Caleigh Boyer-Holt, Nathaniel
Carminucci, Mary Debany, Alex
Elconin, Noah Ellis, Chelsea Hardy,
Devin Kidde, Clayton Leibig, Kristoffer
Swee, and Alice Walsh.

Confirmation Retreat

Congratulations to our Confirmands!
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Youth Rally at Peekskill United Methodist Church
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Make your favorite retailers contribute to KUMC!
Wouldn’t it be nice if each online retailer you patronized made a donation to KUMC every time you purchased
something from them? Now you can. The United Methodist Church has opened a website called
UMCmarket.org. Once you establish an account, it becomes a portal to all of your favorite online merchants,
Amazon, Macy’s, Lord & Taylor, Sears, Walmart, Target, Drugstore.com, Loews, Staples, Office Max, Pier
1, Travelocity, Expedia, etc. By entering the retailers through the UMCmarket.org website, 1-9% of your

invoice will be donated directly to Katonah UMC. Yet it costs you NOTHING!
Sound too good to be true? It’s not. I have set up accounts for both Bob & myself and it really works.
Here’s what you do.
 Go to http://www.umcmarket.org/home. Skip step 1 that asks you to set up an account because you’ll have a
better opportunity to do that later.
 Go to Step 2 “Find Your Church” and to enter our very own Katonah UMC to receive all the merchant’s
donations.
 Unfortunately, the next screen makes it look like they can’t find it. But scroll down to a green box on the
lower left which is labeled “Browse” and displays the alphabet. In this box, select K. It will take you to a
screen listing UMC churches and charities so you can scroll down to find Katonah. Note that there will be no
UMC or locale attached to the name. But that’s OK. Just select it.
 When you select Katonah, you’ll be taken to a screen that gives the church’s address and presents a green
button labeled “Join Organization.” Select this button.
 That takes you to a screen that allows you to set up your account with your email address, password &
nickname and links it to KUMC. Once you’ve done this, you’re ready to shop.
Whenever you want to shop for yourself, your family or buy Christmas gifts, don’t log onto your favorite retailer’
website. Instead, log into UMCmarket.org and use it to enter the merchant’s website. Then log in as usual and
make your purchases. The merchants will automatically send a portion of their proceeds to the church. The only
exception is Amazon. They’ll send you an email 7-21 days after your purchase & ask you to claim that
purchase. The donation from Amazon will go to KUMC only if you claim it. You can get more details about all
of this from the UMCmarket.org site.
With Christmas just around the corner, you’ll be doing a lot of shopping in the next few weeks. So this is a great
time to log in and sign up. You’ll make your gift giving a double benefit, not only to the gift recipient, but also to
dear old KUMC. And it costs you NOTHING! Then after the Christmas shopping season is over, keep using the
UMCmarket.org site for all your online needs as you shop for clothes, furniture, electronics, travel services,
etc. If we’re all doing it, it will add up to a real benefit to KUMC. So please join the UMCmarket.org TODAY
and help your favorite retailers send your church presents for Christmas!
Deborah Moore
Stewardship Chairwoman
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What Love means to a 4-8 year
old... Touching words from the
mouths of babes...
'When someone loves you , the way they
say your name is different. You just
know that your name is safe in their
mouth.'
Billy - age 4
'Love is what's in the room with
you at Christmas if you stop opening
presents And listen.'
Bobby - age 7
'When you love somebody, your
eyelashes go up and down and little
stars come out of you.'
The winner was a four year old child
whose next door neighbor was an
elderly gentleman who had recently lost
his wife. Upon seeing the man cry , the
little boy went into the old gentleman's
yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat
there..
When his Mother asked what he had
said to the neighbor, the little boy said,
'Nothing , I just helped him cry'

I’m Thankful

When there is nothing left but God , that
is when you find out that God is all you
need.

It is good to give thanks to the Lord.
-Psalm 92:1

Many people greet each other by saying, “Hello. How are you?” I noticed that if I reply with the usual, “Fine,” few people seem to
notice. So I began to respond, “I’m thankful.” My answer brings interesting responses. My neighbor called across our yards, “How
are you?” When I replied, “I’m thankful,” he asked, “Why? What happened?” He assumed that something had gone well in order to
cause me to be thankful. Clerks in stores often greet me with “How are you?” My “I’m thankful” causes them to look up and to
respond, “That’s great,” “Wonderful,” or “That’s terrific.” Some express appreciation for my positive answer and thank me. This
week, the school principal said, “I look forward to your saying, ‘I’m thankful,’ each day.” Some people ask, “Why are you thankful?”
and I have an opportunity to tell them about God’s blessings in my life.
If we take a moment to relflect, all of us can think of many reasons to thank the Lord. Expressing gratitude is good for us and can be
a blessing to others.
From the Upper Room 2013
Submitted by Marion Allen
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Lay Leadership Roster, 2014

These people have stepped up to serve our church, and they deserve our thanks! This is our lay
leadership roster as of January 1, 2014:

Church Council

Committee on Nominations /Lay Leadership

Chair

Ellen Rohrer

Chair: Pastor

Lay Leaders

Barbara Coffin

Ex-Oficio: Lay Leader

James Ingersoll

2014

2015

2016

Judy Swee
Barbara Coffin

Laure Milliot

Leeann Coffin
Lisa Beaty

Secretary
Treasurer

Maija Arbolino

Financial Secretary

Melva Pitts

Trustees Chair

To be elected by Trustees

Staff Parish Relations Chair

Stacey Elconin

Finance Chair

Bob Lukey

Stewardship Chair

Deborah Moore

Church School
Superintendent
ASP Advisor

Patti Kooyman and Lori
Corradino
Charlie Rohrer

Member of Annual
Conference
Worship Convener

Leeann Coffin

At-Large Members

Emily Procipis
Leeann Coffin

Staff-Parish Relations Committee
Ex-Oficio, with vote: Lay Leader
2014
Stacey Elconin,
chair
Emily Procopis

2015
Ann Hardy

2016
Mary Beth Leibig

Christine
Ingersoll

Finance & Stewardship Committee

Deborah Moore

Finance Chair

Bob Lukey

2014

Stewardship Chair

Deborah Moore

2015

Lay Member of Conference

Leeann Coffin

SPR Chair

Stacey Elconin

Trustee Representative

Chosen by Trustees

Lay Leader

Barbara Coffin

Trustees
2014

2015

2016

Barbara Coffin

Emily Procopis

Leeann Coffin

James Ingersoll

Elois Swartz

Judy Swee

Financial Secretary

Melva Pitts

Bob Lukey

Treasurer

Maija Arbolino

Council Chair

Ellen Rohrer

Member at Large

Liz Walsh, Katie Casavant

Community Reps
A-HOME: Mary Beth Leibig
Appalachia Service Project: Charlie Rohrer
Community Center Liaison: Melva Pitts

Investments Committee

Emergency Shelter Partnership Liaison: Emily Procopis

Maija Arbolino, Bob Lukey and Liz Walsh.
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Church Goals for 2014
Goals are important! We on the Dream Team think that in many ways, it’s more useful for us as a church to have a
few goals for each year than to have a lofty mission statement that no one knows or identifies with! So we have identified
three goals for us as a church for the year 2014. These are SMART goals: Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant, and
Time-Framed. These goals also have a “so that” clause.
We will start a book club that meets in church members’ homes the third Wednesday of every month so that we build
community, offer a space for learning and spiritual growth for adults, and reinforce theological/spiritual themes
from our worship services.
*The first book club meeting will be Wednesday, January 15, at 7:30 pm at the home of Barbara Coffin. We will be
discussing The Shack. (Related article on page 10.)
We will continue our youth ministry with the current youth group (the recent Confirmands), and we will also bring in
middle school (or rising-middle school) youth by the end of the 2013-2014 school year so that we offer a space for
community, learning, service, spirituality and fun for youth.
*There is a Parents meeting and night out on Thursday, December 12, at 7:30 pm at Muscoot Tavern. All parents
and volunteers with youth are welcome to come to this evening of planning, food and fun.
3. Have a non-traditional worship service on Sunday evenings on a quarterly basis in 2014 so that we can offer worship to
those who cannot come on Sunday mornings or want a different worship style.
*There is a planning meeting on Wednesday, January 8, at 7:30 pm. All are welcome to attend. We want as much
input from you as possible in crafting this service!

Community Corner

Did you know that Pastor Melissa is a member of many different organizations in
our community? We’ll highlight a different community group in each issue of The Focus for
awhile. This issue’s focus is DANNEW.
DANNEW is the Domestic Abuse Network of NorthEast Westchester. It is a relatively
new organization comprised of clergy (from Christian and Jewish houses of worship in our
area), law enforcement officials, and representatives from social service agencies and women’s shelters (such as Victims’ Assistance Services, Hope’s Door and My Sister’s Place).
The aims of DANNEW are to:
*Promote awareness about the prevalence of domestic abuse - It is present in 1 in 4 families.
*Educate our community about domestic abuse – For example, visible bruises are only one manifestation. Domestic abuse
is a pattern of coercion (physical, emotional, financial, psychological) to maintain power and control in an intimate partnership.
*Provide in-depth training for clergy.
*Reach out to as many victims of domestic abuse as possible so that they know there are safe places to turn.
*Provide a multi-faceted approach to domestic abuse prevention, education, and response, so that people know that
“Reaching One of Us is Reaching All of Us.” Building a community of support that includes clergy, law enforcement, and
social services working together.
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Christmas Celebrations at Katonah United Methodist Church
A Living Nativity in Katonah
A Living Nativity will be staged at the Katonah United Methodist Church at 5:00 pm on Saturday, December 21, on
the front lawn. This is an important part of the congregation’s celebration of the birth of Jesus. A dramatic reading
of the Christmas story will be accompanied by singing angels and illustrated with live characters in costume and
live animals. Members of the congregation in costume will play Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and gift-bearing wise
men. Music Director, Keith Burton, will accompany the church choir on the keyboard as they sing the appropriate
carols. Refreshments will be served afterward.
Bob Lukey of Somers, a member of the congregation, says, “I really enjoy participating in this event. It’s a
wonderful way to tell the Christmas story. The llamas and sheep really add to the experience. While not exactly
camels, the llamas great stand-ins. The kids do a great job.”

Candlelight Christmas Eve
Katonah United Methodist Church will hold its annual Candlelight Christmas Eve service at 7:00
pm on Tuesday, December 24. This beautiful service tells the Christmas story by candlelight
accompanied by the season’s cherished carols and special music provided by Music Director Keith
Burton, the choir, guest musicians, and soloists.
All are invited to share in this beloved holiday tradition which will be held at the church at 5
Bedford Road in Katonah. For more information and directions, call (914) 232-4094 or visit the
church website at www.katonahumc.wordpress.com.

Wish List:
There are things that would be nice for us to have at the church. One of them is a display cabinet for our
historical artifacts. We have a rich history as a church and it would be wonderful to take some of our
archival materials out where they can be appreciated.
Do you know anyone who is looking for a good home for a display cabinet that would match the look of
our parlor? Let us know!
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December

January

Mary Debany

12/1

Dorothy Seirup

1/3

Jarod Peterson

12/3

Lisa Marcus

1/3

Kathryn Czerwinski

12/8

Patricia Gill

1/5

Joe O’Brien

12/8

Haley Rohrer

1/7

Lucas Chapman

12/10

Caleigh Boyer-Holt

1/12

Elois Swartz

12/16

Lee Olson

1/13

Maeve O’Brien

12/16

Melinda Benson

1/18

Elizabeth Milliot

12/16

Sarah Elconin

1/18

Gale Finlayson

12/18

Leeann Coffin

1/21

Kelsey Beaty

12/17

Christine Johnson

1/23

Katherine Beaty

12/23

James Ingersoll

1/29

Barbara Coffin

12/23

Angelo Corradino

12/24

Barbara Georgetti

12/28

Marc Milliot

12/29

Stephen Ingersoll

12/31

We want to make sure we
wish everyone a Happy
Birthday, so if we have
missed anyone in your
family please let us know so
that we won’t do it again.

Planet Green Fundraiser
Here's a way to reduce clutter, help the environment, and
raise funds for the church -- all at the same time!
Bring in your old cell phones, ink cartridges and small
electronics. Put them in the Planet Green collection box
in the church parlor. Once we collect 20 items, we send
the box to Planet Green, they recycle the items and then
send us a check. It's that easy! Let your friends know too!
For more information, visit:
www.planetgreenrecycle.com/katonahumc.

Have you seen our website?
Be sure to check it out at:
www.katonahumc.wordpress.com, and
share any feedback with webmaster Judy
Swee, Leeann Coffin or Pastor Melissa.
And if you’re on Facebook, make sure to
check out the Katonah UMC Facebook
page!

HELP US STAY IN TOUCH
Have you changed your email address, telephone number or address lately?
If so, please give your new email address to our church secretary, Leeann
Coffin, at kumc-secy@optonline.net or Pastor Melissa so we can send you
the latest news as it happens. Thank you!!!

 Focus Page 10

Advent/Christmas 2013

Book Group
One of our church goals for 2014 is to offer a space for learning, community, and spiritual growth for adults by
starting a book group. We will meet the third Wednesday of the month beginning on January 15, 2014, at 7:30 pm.
This first meeting will be at the home of Barbara Coffin, 15 Frances Drive, Katonah.
The books we read will not be Bible Studies per se, but rather any book, secular or religious, that explores
spiritual themes. Our first book is a novel called The Shack. Here is a description of The Shack (taken from
cokesbury.com):
Mackenzie Allen Philips' youngest daughter, Missy, has been abducted during a family vacation and evidence that she
may have been brutally murdered is found in an abandoned shack deep in the Oregon wilderness. Four years later in
the midst of his "Great Sadness," Mack receives a suspicious note, apparently from God, inviting him back to that
shack for a weekend. Against his better judgment he arrives at the shack on a wintry afternoon and walks back into
his darkest nightmare. What he finds there will change Mack's world forever.
In a world where religion seems to grow increasingly irrelevant "The Shack" wrestles with the
timeless question, "Where is God in a world so filled with unspeakable pain?" The answers Mack
gets will astound you and perhaps transform you as much as it did him. You'll want everyone you
know to read this book!

Ruth Cable is delighted to receive flowers that
were on the altar in memory of Anne
Corneck’s mother.

Here's an idea! Provide flowers for the altar in memory or honor of a loved one. If you choose not to take
them home with you, Pastor Melissa will deliver them to one of our shut-ins or nursing home residents and
you can know that your flowers have brightened someone's day! It is a gift that keeps giving.
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How is KUMC Becoming New?

That was the question our District Superintendent (DS), the Reverend Betsy Ott, asked those of us gathered on Monday,
October 21st for our annual Church Conference.
A Church Conference is called by the DS every year in order to allow every member of the local congregation to have a
voice and vote on the “business” aspects of the church. Election of new leaders for the coming year … Officers,
Committee Class Members, Trustees; and the financial aspects – particularly the Pastor’s Salary.
It’s also a time of reflection for the local church … and this year, the topic was how is our church becoming new? We had
the opportunity to answer some important questions, and on behalf of the Church Council, I’d like to share our responses.
What are you doing as a church that is new this year? Lots of things! Sharing our recognition of how God is working
through our lives during “God Moments.” Engaging the congregation in the message of Pastor Melissa’s sermons during
the feedback time. Re-vitalizing the Youth Group for the Confirmation Class. Expanding our community outreach by
posting Pastor Melissa’s sermons online, engaging the community in conversations that bring attention to current events
in our lives such as Hydro-Fracking and the welcoming of LGBTQ in the church.
What have you learned as a congregation this year? The need for Faith … faith in our small number of congregants, and
how mighty we are! Respecting diverse opinions offered and shared God moments during the worship service, which has
also given us the opportunity to learn more about each other and grow closer in community.
What challenges and problems are you facing? We continue with the challenge of meeting our annual operating budget
without having to dip into our investments. And we’re particularly challenged with our ailing septic system.
What are your dreams/visions/hopes for your church? To continue God’s work through our missions and grow in our
faith together. We’d also like to experience the attendance of Confirmation Sunday every week!
What resources or help do we need to take positive action? How can the district or conference help? Petition the sports
organizations to not have sports on Sunday morning! Learning how to be comfortable sharing the good news that we are
experiencing at KUMC with our friends and neighbors … especially those with young children.
It was an engaging conversation … and we’d love to hear any thoughts you might have! We are so blessed to be a part of
this community that supports each other, worships together and brings forth the missions that God would have us do.
In Christ’s Love,
Ellen Rohrer
Chair, Church Council

"Beloved,whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things." (Philippians 4:8)
We are exposed to so much bad news on a daily basis that it is easy to become discouraged. We offer these
pictures as a reminder that goodness is stronger than evil and love is stronger than hate.
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The annual Cookie Walk to benefit the Donald R. Kellogg Memorial
Scholarship will be Sunday December 8th after worship.
Come get your homemade cookies, fill up a tin and contribute to a great
cause!

District Advent Service
Sunday December 8th at 5pm
- Fishkill UMC.
38 Broad St, Fishkill, NY
12524
Join NY/CT in the
Celebration of Advent.
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Youth Group Trip to Grand Prix 2013
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DECEMBER 2013 CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday

1

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

Advent
10:00 AM - Worship Sunday School
Youth Group Dinner and
Cookie Bake 5-7 PM,
Parish Hall
8 10:00 AM Worship Sunday School
10:00 AM Cookie Walk
District Advent Service 5 PM, Fishkill UMC

Church Council
7:30 PM Church Office

ASP Meeting 5:30 PM -PH
15
10:00 AM Worship Sunday School

16

22
10:00 AM - Worship Sunday School

23

5 PM Living
Nativity - Front
Lawn

No Sunday School

24
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service 7 PM

Sunday School Pageant

29 10:00 AM - Worship

17

30

31

25

26

27

28

 Focus Page 15

Advent/Christmas 2013

JANUARY 2014 CHURCH CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

5
6
10:00 AM - Worship Sunday School

Tuesday

7

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

Worhsip Committee Meeting

5:30 PM ASP Meeting
- Parish Hall

Travis Horton Recital
Sanctuary 7 PM

7:30 PM Church
Office

12
10:00 AM Worship SundaySchool

13

19
10:00 AM -Worship Church School
Martin Luther King
Memorial Service
Antioch Baptist
Church 4 PM

20

21

26
27
10:00 AM - Worship Sunday School

28

14

Saturday

15

16

17

18

22

23

24

25

29

30

31

Church Council Book Club
7:30 PM - Church
Office
7:30 PM Barbara
Coffin’s House

Katonah United Methodist Church

E-mail: katonahumc@optonline.net

5 Bedford Road

Website: www.katonahumc.wordpress.com

Katonah, NY 10536

Phone: 914-232-4094

Bishop: Martin D. McLee • District Superintendent: Betsy Ott
Pastor: Melissa Boyer
address correction requested

